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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MADRID 6924 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, GATT, MTN, SP 

SUBJECT: REVIEW OF U.S. POSITION ON AUTOMATIC IMPORT LICENSING 
REF: (A) STATE 220513; (B) STATE 140759 

FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS KEYED TO QUESTIONS PARA 4 REF B. 

A) SPAIN MAINTAINS THE LIBERALIZED TRADING STATUS (AUTO- 
MATIC IMPORT LICENSING) FOR THE GREAT MAJORITY OF THE PRO- 
DUCTS IT IMPORTS. UNDER THIS SYSTEM, LOCAL IMPORTERS MUST 
SUBMIT TO MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AN IMPORT DECLARATION 
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APPLICATION WHICH IS AUTOMATICALLY APPROVED WITHIN A FEW 
DAYS. THE FUNCTION OF THIS SYSTEM IS STATISTICAL, IN ORDER 
THAT MINISTRY MAY HAVE ADVANCED INFORMATION ON VOLUME 
AND TYPE OF IMPORTS. THE APPROVED IMPORT DECLARATION 
ALSO SERVES AS AUTHORIZATION FOR THE LOCAL IMPORTER 
TO OBTAIN FOREIGN EXCHANGE FROM LOCAL BANKS WITH WHICH 
TO PAY FOR IMPORTED GOODS. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


B) THERE DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE ANY PRACTICAL ALTERNATIVE 
METHOD FOR OBTAINING INFORMATION ON IMPORTS PRIOR TO 
ACTUAL PHYSICAL IMPORTATION OF GOODS. STATISTICAL DATA 
ON ACTUAL PHYSICAL IMPORTATION OF GOODS IS GATHERED AND 
PUBLISHED BY SPANISH CUSTOMS OFFICE BASED ON ACTUAL 
CUSTOMS CLEARANCE OF GOODS AT TIME OF ENTRY. 

C) WITH THE EXCEPTION COMMODITIES SUBJECT TO GLOBALIZED 
TRADE (SEE MADRID A-15 DATED FEBRUARY 9, 1977). TO THOSE 
SUBJECT TO STATE TRADING (GENERALLY PETROLEUM PRODUCTS, 
GRAINS, MEAT (FROZEN OR FRESH), TOBACCO (LEAF OR MANUFAC- 
TURED), SUGAR, AND A SMALL NUMBER OF OTHER MINOR PRODUCTS 
WHOSE IMPORTATION IS PROHIBITED BY LAW (SUCH AS COINS, 
POSTAGE STAMPS, PORNOGRAPHIC MATERIALS), IMPORTATION OF 
ALL OTHER PRODUCTS AND COMMODITIES IS LIBERALIZED, I.E. 

FALL WITHIN THE IMPORT DECLARATION (AIL) SYSTEM. 

D) EMBASSY DOES NOT KNOW OF ANY ACTUAL INSTANCES WHEN THE 
AIL SYSTEM HAS BEEN USED TO DELIBERATELY RESTRICT 
IMPORTS. THERE REPORTEDLY ARE INSTANCES WHEN APPROVAL 
(WHICH BY LAW MUST BE GRANTED), HAS NOT BEEN AUTOMATIC. 
IMPORT DECLARATIONS IN THESE INSTANCES, HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED 
TO ADMINISTRATIVE DELAY. REPORTEDLY SUCH DELAYS APPARENTLY 
ARE FOR ONLY SHORT PERIOD OF TIME. DURING THE COURSE 

OF THE PAST YEAR WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED ANY COMPLAINTS FROM 
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SPANISH IMPORTERS CONCERNING SUCH PRACTICES. AS A 
PRACTICAL MATTER, IF GOS FOUND IT NECESSARY TO RESTRICT 
THE IMPORTATION OF A GIVEN ITEM, THEY PROBABLY WOULD 
REMOVE THE ITEM FROM THE LIBERALIZED SYSTEM AND PLACE 
IT EITHER UNDER GLOBAL QUOTAS OR STATE TRADING, RATHER 
THAN RELY ON ADMINISTRATIVE DELAY. 

E) EMBASSY IS NOT AWARE OF ANY PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT 
OR DISCRIMINATION ASSOCIATED WITH AIL. DISCRIMINATORY 
TREATMENT IS NOT PRACTISED BY THE GOS. EATON 
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